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REVIEWS OF RECENT BOOKS 

" Michael Angelo Buonarroti," by Charles Holroyd, imported by 
Charles Scribner's Sons, is another acceptable accretion to the wealth 
of literature that has been devoted to this master and his work. There 
is no lack of biographies of Michael Angelo — the straw has all been 
repeatedly threshed over since the days of Vasari — and one would 
naturally not expect to find any appreciable amount of new matter in 
Mr. Holroyd's book. The author, however, as keeper of the National 
Gallery of British Art, has had unusual opportunities for studying his 
subject, and he has undertaken his task with the double equipment 
of student and artist. Consequently the material presented is well 
digested, and the critical opinions expressed are those of a man 
competent to speak. 

Mr. Holroyd accepts the biography of Ascanio Condivi, the friend 
and pupil, of Michael Angelo, as the most valuable, and he, perhaps 
wisely, avoids the necessity of a restatement of the artist's biography 
by prefixing as the first part of his book a careful translation of Con- 
divi's work. The second part of the volume may be regarded as an 
appendix to Condivi, and it is in this part that Mr. Holroyd gives the 
fruit of his own study and research. The chapters of this second 
part of the work are identical in number and title with those of the 
first. Consequently the volume under review is nothing less than 
a fresh presentation of Condivi's work, supplemented by additional 
chapters of the author's valuable explanation and comment. A trans- 
lation is also appended of three dialogues on painting by Francisco 
D'Ollanda, a Portuguese miniature-painter. 

The volume here noticed is the first of a monumental library of 
art designed to be completed in thirty-eight or more volumes. Each 
volume will represent a period rather than an individual artist, except 
in individual instances of men of vast genius, and all will be profusely 
illustrated. Each volume will be written by the leading specialist on 
the period, and the whole will be under the editorship of S. Arthur 
Strong, librarian of theHouse of Lords, Westminster, and librarian at 
Chatsworth. The series promises to be one of the most valuable yet 
offered to the public on the engrossing subject of the fine arts. 
J> The latest addition to the great masters in painting and sculpture 
series, published by the Macmillan Company, is " Botticelli," by A. 
Streeter. As regards the biographical and historical portions of the 
book, the author frankly avows his work to be that of a conpiler. 
The descriptions of pictures, however, and the critical opinions ex- 
pressed about them, are stricily original, since Mr. Streeter, with very 
few exceptions, visited every picture described. 
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A long residence in Italy gave him the opportunity of becoming 
intimately acquainted with Botticelli's works in Italian galleries. The 
opinions expressed in the book, therefore, whether they be in agree- 
ment or disagreement with the views of other critics, have been formed 
in the presence of the pictures themselves, and the author advances 
them as the result of careful and independent study. 

Mr. Streeter has wisely followed a chronological treatment of his 
subjects, thus escaping the necessity imposed by a subject treatment of 
describing, with possibly resultant confusion, works of different times 
and periods which should be treated separately. The volume, like all 
the other numbers of the series, has a profusion of illustrations. 
& Those who enjoy clever drawings with an idea will relish the 
sumptuous reprint of one hundred cartoons by John McCutcheon, 
recently issued by A. C. McClurg & Co. A few months ago Mr. 
McCutcheon gave his views of the cartoonist's art in the pages of 
Brush and Pencil, illustrating the article with selections from his own 
work. His inimitable drawings are thus familiar to the reader. 

George Ade, in a prefatory note to the series of reproductions, 
says that those who have studied and admired Mr. McCutcheon's 
cartoons in the daily press have doubtless been favorably impressed 
by the two eminent characteristics of his intent: first, he cartoons 
public men without grossly insulting them ; second, he recog- 
nizes the very large and important fact that political events do not 
fill the entire horizon of the American people. The two character- 
istics thus pointed out perhaps account in a large measure for Mr. 
Cutcheon's popularity. In his work we admire the brightness or 
uniqueness of the idea, and the gentle humor which diffuses all of 
his drawings. The cartoons selected for reproduction are thoroughly 
representative, being about equally divided between pictorial comment 
on current events and humorous pictures, whose sole purpose is to 
provoke a smile or a happy feeling. 
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